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OKUP, the rights-based migrants organization has been working to associate migrants and their 

families under a platform called “Migrant Forum” in order to make them more resilient and 

united against unsafe migration, human trafficking and exploitation on one hand, and promote 

their rights and justice on the other. 

The “Annual Congress” is a space for migrants to raise collective voices at national level. Some 

450 members of Migrant Forums from six districts – Dhaka, Faridpur, Munshiganj, Narayanganj, 

Narsingdi and Comilla participated in this congress. The theme of the Congress was “National 

Dialogue on Migrants Budget”. This is fact that „overseas labour migration‟ is an opportunity for 

Bangladesh to employ its surplus labour force and reduce unemployment. Contrary, remittances 

sent by the migrant workers are a major source of earning foreign currency, increasing GDP and 

per capita income. In return, the government has little investment in ensuring fair recruitment; 

increasing welfare support and services in destination countries; improving access to justice; 

offering special incentives and scheme for better safety net, health treatment, social and 

economic reintegration of returnees etc.  In such a context, numbers of returned migrant workers 

raised different demands in the Dialogue.   

Hosne Ara Lutfa Dalia MP who is the Co-chair of the parliamentary caucus on migration and 

development, graced the chair as the Chief Guest. Director General of Wage Earners‟ Welfare 

Board (WEWB) Mr. Gazi Mohammad Julhas attended the event as Special Guest while Audrey 

Maillot, Team Leader of Governance, Delegation of the European Union to Bangladesh, 

attended as Guest of Honor. Number of Heads of migration led organizations participated and 

reinforced the demands raised by the migrant workers. The Dialogue was moderated by Omar 

Faruque Chowdhury, Executive Director of OKUP. 

 

 



Many other migrant workers raised their voices in the dialogue. They strongly demand zero-cost 

migration through putting „Government Paid Model‟; they claim special measures to include 

migrant workers in the social safety-net programs run by various ministries of the government; they 

ask for appropriate supports and services in the destination countries, for economic re-integration 

upon return; free education for their children; reduce their hassle at the airport etc.  

 

 

“The government 

should create 

employment 

opportunities for us, 

once we return home.” 

A returnee woman 

migrant worker 

 
 

 

“The government 

should also provide us 

with insurance and 

health services.” A 

returnee man migrant 

worker 

 

 

The government must pay for our 

overseas employment. We do not 

want to sell our lands or take loans; 

we do not trust on Dalals, we do not 

want to be deceived and fraud.” A 

returnee migrant worker  

 

 

The National Dialogue is kicked off by presenting a Policy Brief entitled 

“Contributions, Challenges and Protection: A Quest of Budget Allocation for 

Migrant Workers”. OKUP Chairman, Shakirul Islam presents the Policy Brief.  

The policy brief highlighted that the government has restricted measures to 

regulate safe and orderly recruitment for overseas job, and hence, migrant 

workers pay extremely high migration fees; they also pay for government 

clearance for overseas jobs by which the government of Bangladesh earns 

huge numbers of revenues. The government is also benefited by earning 

remittances from the migrant workers. However, the government, in return, 

has put inadequate protection and welfare services for migrant workers. 

Therefore, many migrants return back being wounded, critically sick, 

mentally stressed or sick, dead bodies etc. that may cause a huge social 

and financial burden on Bangladesh in the near future. 
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..to fulfill the migrants’ 

needs with limited 

resources is difficult. If the 

budget is increased, we 

would be able to address 

their issues with more 

appropriate manner.” 
Gazi Mohammad Julhas, DG, 

WEWB 

….demand to increase budget 

and human resources in labor 

wings and treatment for migrants 

are important. I commit to raise 

these demands in the upcoming 

Budget Session in the parliament 

for necessary actions. - Hosne Ara 

Lutfa Dalia MP 

 

 

 

The Policy Brief underlines the 

contribution of the migrant workers 

both to the macro and micro level 

development in the country. It 

stresses that Bangladeshi migrant 

workers remitted around US$13 

billion in 2017 alone, which is 7.24% 

of the country‟s GDP and around 

40% of the foreign currency reserve. 

In 2017, the government earned 

BDT 554.68 million (US$ 6.93 million) 

as revenue from emigration 

clearance services for migrants and 

received BDT 3,529.83 million (US$ 

44.12 million) from migrant workers 

as wage earners welfare fees.  

The Policy brief exposes the 

government‟s commitment and 

action to date in relation to the 

policy review. The paper, however, 

emphasize to bring up the gaps 

and challenges in protection and 

welfare of migrant workers with the 

prediction that the lack of 

adequate protection and welfare 

services can cause a huge social 

and financial burden on 

Bangladesh in the near future.  

 

 

 

The Policy Brief urged the 

Government of Bangladesh should 

allocate necessary budget to the 

migration sector like other related 

sectors e.g. RMG (readymade 

garment sector). Because the more 

the Government invests in migrant 

workers, the more the Government 

will get in return from them for the 

country’s overall development. 

 

Major Demands:  
 

 Allocations for ‘Government 

Paid Migration’ for better 

regulation of the recruitment 

process 
 

 Allocations for improvement of 

protection and welfare of the 

migrant workers abroad 
 

 Allocations for healthcare of sick 

migrant workers 
 

 Allocations for special safety net 

program for vulnerable migrant 

workers      

Please see the full policy brief as 

annexure or @ 

 

The paper, 

however, 

emphasize to 

bring up the 

gaps and 

challenges in 

protection and 

welfare of 

migrant workers 

with the 

prediction that 

the lack of 

adequate 

protection and 

welfare services 

can cause a 

huge social and 

financial burden 

on Bangladesh 

in the near 

future. 

Remarks by Key Stakeholders in the National Dialogue on Migrants’ Budget 

In a perfect world, migration 

should be a win-win pattern 

where both communities and 

countries - the originating and the 

receiving - equally benefit. 

Unfortunately it is far from being as 

simple as that. - Audrey Maillot, 

Delegation of the European Union to 

Bangladesh 

 

 



  

 

 
 

Creation of fund for 

workers‟ migration 

demanded  

Md Owasim Uddin Bhuyan | 

Published: 02:42, May 16, 

2018  

Returnee migrant workers from 

several districts on Tuesday 

demanded creation of a fund 

during national budget making 

to facilitate workers‟ migration 

at government costs. 

They also demanded a 

thorough overhaul of migration 

process to free it from the 

flaws that cause suffering to 

„our workers abroad and also 

after they return home.‟....... 

More details see the link 

below: 
http://www.newagebd.net/article/413

17/creation-of-fund-for-workers-

migration-demanded  

 

 

 

Around ten national newspapers – both English and Bangla, and one private Television  

channel (Somoy) cover the news of the National Dialogue on Migrants’ Budget with due 

importance. In addition, The NewAge has published the full Policy Brief in their sub-editorial 

column.    

 

Govt-paid migration to 

cut recruitment cost 
Speakers tell pre-budget 

consultation 

 
FE Report | Wednesday, 16 

May 2018  

 
Migrant workers and rights 

activists at a pre-budget 

consultation on Tuesday 

urged the government to 

pay the migration charges 

to ensure better regulation 

of the recruitment process.  

To this effect, they called 

for necessary allocation in 

the national budget for the 

fiscal year (FY) 2017-18….  

More details see the link 

below: 

http://today.thefinancialexp

ress.com.bd/print/govt-paid-

migration-to-cut-recruitment-

cost-1526408737  

 

 

More budgetary 

allocation sought for 

migrant workers 
Staff Correspondent  

12:00 AM, May 16, 2018 / LAST 

MODIFIED: 12:00 AM, May 16, 2018  

Nazmul Huq Bokul, a migrant 

worker from Narayanganj's 

Araihazar upazila, had to sell 

his land to pay the fees for a 

job in Saudi Arabia……Bokul 

was speaking at a conference 

titled, “Migrants' Budget”. 

Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan 

Program (OKUP), a migrants' 

organisation, arranged it at the 

Institute of Diploma 

Engineers, Bangladesh (IDEB) 

in the capital yesterday…… 

More details see the link 

below: 
https://www.thedailystar.net/city/mor

e-budgetary-allocation-sought-

migrant-workers-1576975  

Opinion 

National budget and the plight of migrant workers  
by Shakirul Islam | Published: 00:05, May 22,2018 | Updated: 22:35, May 21,2018  

OVERSEAS employment has become a major livelihood opportunity for thousands of low skilled 

laborers in Bangladesh. Since 1976, more than 1.1 million people left Bangladesh for overseas 

employment through official channel. The number of migrant workers through unofficial channel may 

be more than the official numbers. The Bureau of Manpower Employment and Training data shows that 

1,008,525 Bangladeshi migrant workers travelled abroad with hope and aim to change their future in 

2017. ………. 

More details see the link below: 

http://www.newagebd.net/article/41767/national-budget-and-the-plight-of-migrant-workers  
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